
Department of Chemistry: Community Advisory Board (CAB) Minutes 
May 15, 2018, 7:00 PM, IPFW, SB 176 

 
CAB Members Present: D. Bell, P. Bell, K. Burrow, W. Hollenberg, A. McMillen, R. Rudolph, 
A. Saunders, S. Singleton, J. Van Markwyk 
 
Chemistry Faculty Present: A. Friedel, R. Friedman, V. Maloney 
 
Others Present: J. Heller 
 

1. Welcome and introduction with dessert.  
 

2. Reminder of Goals of CAB:  
a. to provide insight into departmental programs and curricula;   
b. to create or enhance outreach programs between the department and the local 

community;  
c. to provide information on co-op opportunities; 
d. to provide advice to IPFW Chemistry graduates;  
e. to provide information about departmental assessment to stakeholders;  
f. to provide opportunities for the Department to assist the organizations represented 

by members of the advisory board; 
g. to provide advice for departmental fundraising efforts.  

 
3. The website for CAB Mission, Goals, Members, Meeting Minutes, By-laws is  

http://www.ipfw.edu/departments/coas/depts/chemistry/news/cab.html 
 

4. Suggestions for additions/revisions to IPFW Chemistry courses & curricula: 
a. Questions were asked regarding the statistics courses for the biochemistry degree. 

It was suggested that a statistics course focusing, for example, on whether 
differences in two sets of data are statistically significant would be much more 
useful than a course on probability, factorials, etc.  

b. Hands on instrumentation lab. CHM 424 is not a required part of the BS 
Biochemistry curriculum but having part of the required biochemistry labs focus 
on the fundamentals and the use of various pieces of instrumentation would be 
valuable.  

c. Polymer chemistry 
d. Material sciences 
e. Craft a course (in particular a laboratory course) to serve multiple purposes: 

material science, biomaterials, medical lab instrumentation, etc. 
f. Environmental Health & Safety issues: 

i. OSHA requirements 
ii. MSDS sheets, NFPA labels 

1. SDS sheets are online for Parkview and The Element 
 



5. Allen County Public Library: Maker Labs: We referred to the web site below. Some 
possible chemistry topics included nylon production, determining lead content in water, 
and beer-making. Typically a ‘course’ involves 6-8 people for 1 hour of training. There 
are presently courses offered in 3-D printing and one could, for example, add to the 
existing class by exploring the various chemistry topics involved in this technology.  
http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/home/using-the-library/start-here/access-fort-wayne/maker-labs  
 

6. Advertising brochure/flyer/poster; chemistry degrees and jobs (including non-traditional 
science career paths) 

a. TRF Children’s Fest, Boy Scouts – doing chemistry experiments out in the 
community. 

b. YouTube videos – upper level students conducting experiments; chemistry being 
used in industry. 

i. Send to science teachers in the high schools to showcase the Chemistry 
department to potential students 

c. Brochures with a QR code given to high school guidance counselors. 
 

7. Other business:  
a. Possible formation of a CAB subcommittee on advertising and marketing the 

department  
 

8. Future meetings:  
a. Consider having a single meeting where all CAB members could meet rather than 

a noon-meeting group and an evening-meeting group. 
   
We adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 


